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TANNER'S MESSAGE
TO HIS GRANDDADDY

Master Sgt. Barry Bulkin of Decalur is a member of the
Mizsissippi Alr Mational Guard's 2381th Ar Suppar
Cperations Squadron. He laft bame Jan, 28 for deployment
in lrag; he s scheduled to returm in aither July or
Saplermber. Here iz “Tanmer Man's” meszsage 1o his
grandiather: “1 wanted you to know that | love you and miss
you a lot, | can't wait for you 1o come hame ., We akvays
think abeut you and we know you are thinking abaut ws,
too. Thank you Tor senving our sountry during these times.
Please be sabe whers you are and know that | lave you so
mueh, Granddaddy, Here s a pleture af us together. | have
thwe sarme pleture 20 when | get to missing you real bad, |
laok at it and of cowrse smile — besause that's what | de
bast! | think yeuw are the greatest! Take cane and | will 2ee
Yol san!”

Dear Uncle Sam ...

Thes fefter wras spdmebled by Erie Marshall, 12, 0
severth-grader ol Magnolin Middle School. Eric fs wriling io
fs Upele Som Roprdiree, o leslewart in the U5, Air Force,

How are vou doing? 'm 2 student at
Magnolia Middle School. T live in
Meridian and yvour wife, Gloria, is my
auntie, I'm Erica’s oldest child.

Thanks for all of your hard work
figrhting, but [ have a few questions. When
will this all he over? ['m afraid that Bush
will et us killed and might send von back
over theee, Do yvou even like what Bush is
deing? 1 certainly don’t, Make sure vou
continue todae a greal joh,

[oer womn likee beange o soldier? o glad Lo
know that you're fighting for our country,

[& life hard in lrag? Every time we turn on ™

the news, we hear aboul a soldier petting Marshall
kil T bowe the job yon and your troops

are doing in Trag, Tell the whole family in South Careling [ love
them, and 1 lowe you oo,

Eric

Here’s your chance:
This time it’s not a drill

Janis Galgtas is the districi
clerk for the Lowderdale
Cownity Soil & Water
Conservafion District. Her
husband, St Narris Galafas,
is @ wmember of the Mizsissifpi
Arney Naticoal Guard's 15080
Combat Engineer Hattalion
— apd she 15 0 member of the
nait's Support Plafoen
Readiness Groug.

By Janis Galatas
spacial te The Star

When people in Meridian
hear “Mational Guard,” the
Mississippi Al Mational
Goard's 1860h Adr Befueling
Wing at Key Field immedi-
ately comes to mind.

They are a vital resource o
this community and 1 am very
prawd of them, My brother,
Bruce Williams, iz a crew
chiel out there,

What most  Meridianites
don't know is that the Missis-
sippl Army National Goard i
oul There, Too, Just before you
resich the gate ot Key Field, on
the right, the GV, “Sonny”
Muontgomery National Guard
Armory  houses two  Army
Guard units — the 185th Avia-
tion Company G and the Head-
quarters Company for the 150th
Combat Engineer Battalicn,

Caombal engineers are sorl
of like the Army’s handymen;
they can build, tear down, dig
up, hlow up or hook up maost
anvihing. They have their own
equipment and men to eperate
it — bulldezers, big monster
trucks, explosives, infantry.
You mame it, the combat engi-
neers can do it

Boosting morale

The missien of the 150th
Combat Engineer Battalion i
to support L5, Marines as
needed af their forward aper-
ation bases throughout Trag as

the country  rebuilds  and
siruggles to maintain s
freedam.

Cur seldiers should be
gone for about o year,

That brings me to the
15h's  Family Readiness
Group., We plan to send care
packages every month to Keep
wp morale, We really shoulid
be visible in the community
and mat let peaple Torget that
our soldiers are pone and
won't see their families for o
Vi,

Muosi folks don’t realize i
fakes almost 515,008 0 year
to keep supplies, care pack-
ages and “happys”™ goeing to
muore than 100 saldiers, Most
Family Readiness Groups
have had o purchase sieel

plating, body armor or radios
for their troops — and we
were 0o different.

T this day and time, people
hawe forgotten what it is like
to have a family member avway
at wiar, fighting not for the flag,
arr freedom, of American
values — but fighting each
minute to stay alive, to come
homie ta thels I'aml]g,'. i ifﬂ!u.:j'
are slngle, to come home and
start ane.

Civilian soldiers

What most people dan't
realize, too, is that the
MNational Guard is made up of
“civilian soldiers.”

rur asldiers are bankers,
teachers, coachos, store man-
agers, truck drivers and fac-
tory workers. They had to
train hard at Camp Shellby and
Fart Trwin to learn to be ol
diers, the Kind of soldicrs to
see combat in wartime.

We wives, moms, girl-
friends and Gances had (o
learn to be asldiers' wives,
maoims,  giclfriends anid
fiances. This time it is not
another drll, or & natural dis-
aster to clean up. Cur sol-
diers went 1o war. Some of

Prrovmdd To Be &
= sililier's Wil

PHOTE BEY STEVE GILLEEFIE / THE MERIDIAN ETRR

S0, TELL US HOW YOU REALLY FEEL ...
Janis Galatas's desk reflects har support for troops deployed overseas. Her huskband, St Morris
Galatas, serves im the 150th Combat Enginesar Battalion of the Mississippi Army Mational Guard,
Janis' office is at tha USDA Sarvice Centar, 2412 Seventh 5t in Meridian. She is sslling rinkaon
magnsts for £5 esch to raiss monsy to sand care peckages to her huskband's platoon whiles thay
ara in lrag. Janis' supervisor, Lamar Gunter, is & mamber of the 186th Air Refusling Wing of the
Mississippi Air Naticnal Guard. “He understands deployment and the need for familias and
communities to support our troops,” she said, "This is why my desk kooks like a recruiter's desk.”

theim may not come home.
We get so used to seeing
our guys i their uniferms for
manthly guard drills, that we
forget why they are drilling.

What you can do

My point is this — instead
of [-‘am‘ﬂy Fead iness {;l'llu;‘m
of deploved units having to
look for ways to raise money,
communities areund these
deploved units should jump in
there and assame all respon-
aibilities for these troops.

Care packages, special
“thank you™ notes from the
comimunitics, “happys” every
mantl, news from home —
thiis i what keeps up morale,

St Patrick School and
Poplar Springs Elementary
School made Veterans Day
“thank vou” cards for the HHC
15060 and every soldier broke
down when they received
thelr package atuffed with
“thank yous™ fram children
ages 10 — even tough old
Spt. Galatas.

A soldier is tald fram Day 1
that in the Army he is expend-
able. This 2 a given that he
readily accepts. What really
matters to him is that the

150TH
COMBAT
ENGINEERS

Thie meambsrs of the
150th Combat Enginsar
Battalion at Key Fisld ars
calkzd the Dixia Sappers;
“sapper’ is a French word
for ditch-diggear. Their
matts ks “Esssyons,”
which means “Lat ws tne”
The 150th is part of tha
155th Separate Armor
Erigade of Tupaks, now
calkd the 155th Brigads
Combat Team.

people back home den’t forget
him and that, in his home-
town, he is cherished.

I wrn proud of our soldicrs
in the 150th and I'm sure
Meridian is ready to support
them in any way necessary. |
am proud to be a soldier's
wife, but [ am not too proud to
ask for help.

Meridian,
chance.

here's  your

Heart-wrenching stories from Iraq

Dderothy Lixon lives in
Butler, Ala. Her "Bragming
Rights” sebamissisn i5 abont her
son, Staf Sm Sawwel 1),
Dixon af the Alnboma Army
MNational Guard's 11660
Military Falice Company,
based {n Thomaswille. Samusl
Dixon jeined the nnit fn 1985,

By Dorothy Dixon
spacial to The Star

Mw eramdson, Staff Set, Sam
Dison, has served in both wars
in Iraeg.

During Operation Desert
Storm in the early 1990, ki
company was attached to the
1st Infaniry Division, The

1166th Military Police flew into
Kuwail to serve in the war
against Irag en March 28, 2003,

While in Kuwait, Sam and
his unit were assigned the task
of guarding three-quarters of a
Billien dollars in American
money that had been confis-
cated during combat. For thres
days, the unit provided secu-
rity while the money was being
counbed,

One month later, Sam and
unpit were stationed at Baghdar
International Airport ... For
about two months, his division
warked with a criminal investi-
gations  division that was
assigned to explore mass
graves just outside Mosul

According to ham, they used
picks and shovels to uncover

the
graves,
some of
which
were
decades
old. Sam
describes
the heart-
wrenching
stories of
Iragi
peeaple
who came
ok to
them and
bepged them to find their rela-
tiwes who hadn't been seen in
vears, He related storics fold
by family members  about
seeing their lowed ones go into
a lecal “courthonss"— never to

be seen pEain,

Many of those missing
Iragiz were uncovered as they
clug ouk the mass graves. “Emo-
tionally you can never prepare
for that Kind of experience,”
Sam said,

Sam came home to Butler,
Ada., in April 2004 after being
on active duty for 14 moenths.
He makes drill each month at
Themasville, Ala, Sam will have
20 years of service with the
1166th the summer of 2005,

He has two beautiiul daugh-
ters, Amber, 11, and Brandi, 7.
Sam works for Georgia Pacific
Corp, at Maheola, Ala. His par-
ents are Hill and Dot Dixon, his
girliriend is Laurette Jenkins.
His children are very prowd of
Staff et Samuel [ [xon,



